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   MEDIA RELEASE
  

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – Friday, June 8, 2018 
 

Westoba launches new community investment program  
 

BRANDON, MB – Westoba Credit Union (WCU) is excited to announce the launch of their 

new community giving program, Inspire, which focuses on funding community infrastructure 

projects. The first call for applications for major funding requests of over $2,500 starts online 

today and closes on July 6th. 

Westoba has always been committed to helping build strong communities and their new 

community investment program allows them to make an even greater impact. Jim Rediger, 

WCU Chief Executive Officer, says “We want to inspire change, growth and vibrancy in the 

places we work, live and enjoy. As a member-based organization, we want to invest in the areas 

of most value to our members. We asked them where they want our community investment 

dollars spent and they made it clear that community infrastructure should be a priority!” 

Moving forward, Westoba is directing community investment funds to support community 

infrastructure projects that: 

 are initiated locally or have a clear local impact; 

 are inclusive and bring people together; 

 are long-term or multi-functional; and 

 promote staying, participating and engaging in a rich community. 

As part of the new community investment program, an online application process was 

developed for organizations seeking funding to apply more easily and efficiently. The online 

application is now live and all requests, regardless of monetary size, can be submitted at 

westobainspire.com. 

Through the implementation of the Community Investment Strategy, Westoba has a charitable 

fund in partnership with the Brandon Area Community Foundation (BACF). This fund is used to 

support larger (and multi-year) investment grants. The role of the Community Investment 

Committee is managing the fund, including the semi-annual fund application process, and 

making recommendations on grant approval. The Community Investment Committee is made 

up of Westoba staff, members and Board of Directors. 

When it comes to handling larger requests of $2,500 or greater, Westoba will do a call for 

applications twice a year. Once in the spring and once in the fall.  These requests are reviewed 

by the Community Investment Committee who makes recommendations for approval to the 

Board of Directors. The role of the Community Investment Committee is ensuring Westoba’s 

community investments reflect Westoba’s mission, vision and values, and the community 

priorities of members.  

https://www.westobainspire.com/
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Here are a few examples of projects that meet Westoba’s new criteria and were recently 

approved for funding:    

 Keystone Centre Partnership – A multi-year Naming Rights Agreement with the 

Keystone Centre for the main arena, now called Westoba Place. Westoba also renewed 

their long-term sponsorship of the Westoba Agricultural Centre of Excellence. This is a 

great example of community infrastructure, because it is a major multi-functional, 

regional facility that enriches the community. Through this partnership they’re engaging 

with the business community by supporting economic development and growth. 

Westoba is enabling people to come together by subsidizing rink rates and is excited to 

offer Westoba members special benefits such as access to advanced ticket promotions 

and a Westoba fast lane to enter events. 

 

 Boyd Stadium – This is a football stadium that is being built and Westoba is sponsoring 

the goal posts. It is an example of a physical space in Brandon that brings people 

together from all over the region and province to play sports and is a long-term 

investment.  

 

 Brandon University’s Enactus (WISE financial literacy program for new immigrants) – 

Led by students attending the university, this program is inclusive and brings people 

together by educating new immigrants on how to manage and grow their money for a 

better life. 

 

 Glenboro’s Children’s Learning Centre – Helping to fund building costs that will 

contribute to a vibrant and engaging community for families. 

In total, Westoba has contributed $241,000 to these programs and facilities that fall under their 

new community investment criteria. 

Helping build inspiring communities. 

### 

ABOUT WESTOBA CREDIT UNION:  

Westoba Credit Union (WCU) is the eighth largest credit union in Manitoba with 16 locations. 

WCU is committed to enriching lives and communities by helping financial dreams come true.  

For more information:  
Amy Doerksen  
Marketing & Communications Director 
Westoba Credit Union 
Phone: (204) 729-2065 
Email: amy.doerksen@westoba.com 
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