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Assiniboine opens active learning classroom thanks to 

$100,000 partnership with Westoba 
 

BRANDON, Man. (February 28, 2020)— Students at Assiniboine Community College will benefit from a new 

learning space on campus, thanks to a five year partnership with Westoba Credit Union Ltd. 

 

The space is the first classroom of its kind at Assiniboine, bringing together both design and smart technology 

to facilitate active learning. Traditional classroom environments are built with lecture-based teaching and 

learning in mind, but this facility flips that convention on its head. 

 

“Our new active learning classroom is a high-tech, team-based classroom that will deepen learning and 

strengthen student collaboration, while supporting innovative teaching,” said Bobbie Robertson, Dean of 

Business at Assiniboine. “The idea is for the instructor to be able to be at the centre of the space, but not be 

the centre of learning.” 

 

“Partnering with Assiniboine to provide students and our community with an interactive classroom aligns 

perfectly with what a cooperative stands for,” said Jim Rediger, Westoba Credit Union President and CEO. 

“Our values are centred around innovative thinking and learning; the technology and collaboration in this 

classroom reflects what is happening in business and will help prepare students and our community for the 

future.” 

 

The space, which is now complete at the college’s Victoria Avenue East campus, will accommodate up to 25 

students. It is modelled after state-of-practice facilities elsewhere, which are designed to maximize effective 

learning. For example, smartboards are put into the hands of students instead of instructors to facilitate the 

‘learn by doing’ philosophy that underscores much of Assiniboine’s approach to program curriculum. 

 

“Students at Assiniboine will benefit from enriched learning experiences directly as a result of this gift from 

Westoba,” said Derrick Turner, Director of Advancement at Assiniboine. “We are exceptionally grateful to 

them, both for their long history of support towards our college and for this particular occasion of 

generosity.” 

 

The space will be used by programs across the college, including Business Administration and Interactive 

Media Arts.  
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About Westoba Credit Union Ltd. 

Westoba Credit Union (WCU) is the eighth largest credit union in Manitoba with 16 locations. WCU is 

committed to enriching lives and communities by helping financial dreams come true. To learn more about 

Westoba Credit Union visit www.westoba.com 

 

 

About Assiniboine Community College 

Assiniboine Community College has been providing exceptional learning experiences for more than 55 years 

and offers certificate, diploma and post-graduate programs across a variety of disciplines including culinary 

arts and hospitality, business, agriculture and environment, health and human services, and trades and 

technology. The college also delivers apprenticeship programming in a range of skilled trades disciplines.  

 

With more than 3,600 full-time students and campuses in Brandon, Dauphin and Winnipeg, Assiniboine 

provides comprehensive educational opportunities throughout Manitoba. The college also partners with many 

communities and organizations across the province to deliver customized education and training. Assiniboine’s 

annual provincial economic impact is $613 million.  

 

 

For more information, please contact:   

 

Stacie Bourgeois 

Manager, Marketing & Community Relations 

Westoba Credit Union, Ltd. 

1.877.WESTOBA ext 8135 

stacie.bourgeois@westoba.com  

 

Anya McNabb 

Communications Specialist 

Assiniboine Community College 

204.725.8717 

mcnabba@assiniboine.net  
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