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NINETTE & DISTRICT ACTIVITY CENTRE RECEIVES FUNDING FROM WESTOBA INSPIRE  
  
Brandon, MB – Westoba Credit Union (Westoba) is excited to announce $5,000.00 in funding from 
the Westoba Inspire program to help improve accessibility at Ninette Community Place and the 
Ninette & District Activity Centre.  
 
Located across the street from Westoba’s Ninette branch, Ninette Community Place is home to 
the Ninette and District Activity Centre, as well as a community hall and kitchen. The Ninette & 
District Activity Centre is open regularly for people to gather and play cards or pool, get a book, 
work on a puzzle, or just connect with others.  
 
Senior Independent Services Coordinator and Activity Centre Volunteer Board President, Myra 
Jonsson says the Community Place and Activity Centre are the only public facility of their kind in 
Ninette.  
 
“Ninette Community Place is the ONLY public gathering space in Ninette and services people of all 
ages, said Jonsson, “the hall and the Activity Centre are used for a wide number of regular 
activities."  
 
Jonsson says that the Activity Centre has allowed seniors to remain in the community longer. “The 
Ninette & District Activity Centre's mission is to promote healthy aging, independence, and the 
well-being of older adults through health, wellness, educational, cultural, and recreational 
programs, and services. This facility reduces social isolation and empowers residents of this area 
and older adults to lead meaningful and connected lives in which they are engaged and 
participating in the community.”  
 
Funding from Westoba will support the creation of accessible parking space and the installation of 
a vertical lift into the building.  
 
“Right now, we only have 1 accessible parking space at the front of the building,” said Jonsson.  
“Access into the building is by walking or wheeling up a long metal ramp that is not always 
manageable for people with mobility issues. With these funds, we will create more accessible 



 

 

parking space at the back of the building near a vertical lift creating accessible entrance into the 
Activity Centre which will flow into the Community Place Hall.” 
 
Westoba President and CEO, Jim Rediger says the investment in this facility reflects Westoba’s 
values. “This space is an important resource to this region and directly impacts the success of this 
thriving community and the residents. It’s facilities like this that bring people together and help 
build a strong community. This reflects our value of innovative thinking and meeting the needs of 
our communities. “ 
 
Construction on the new vertical lift at Ninette Community Place is expected to begin soon with 
completion aimed at this fall.  
 
For more information about this project contact:  
Myra Jonsson 
Board President, Ninette & District Activity Centre  
Ph: 1-204-528-3302 OR 1-204-528-3374 
Email: myrajonsson@outlook.com 
 
ABOUT INSPIRE AND WESTOBA CREDIT UNION  
Westoba is a full-service financial cooperative centralized in Brandon, Manitoba. Recognized as a 
Top Employer in 2024, Westoba employs approximately 200 people with 13 branch locations and a 
remote workforce.   Westoba Inspire is Westoba’s community investment program available to 
projects that support community infrastructure and promote staying, participating, and engaging 
in an enriched community.  
  
Karen Burton, Community Engagement Lead, WCU  
Email: karen.burton@westoba.com 
  
PHOTO SUBMISSION:  
L-R:  Eva Miller, Belmont resident;  Brenda Peters, Ninette resident; Al Babiuk, Westoba 
Community Investment Committee; Joanne Thompson, Westoba Member Services 
Representative Ninette; Myra Jonsson, Ninette & District Activity Centre Board President; Marie 
Bodnarchuk, Westoba Branch Manager – Carberry & Ninette; Karen Burton, Westoba 
Community Engagement Lead; Kathy Holmes, Westoba Assistant Branch Manager Trainee – 
Ninette; Debbie Dionne, Ninette resident; Sheila Jansen, Ninette resident; Darold Mackenzie, 
Ninette Community Place Board President; Rob Powell, Ninette resident; Shari Tenhave, 
Ninette resident. 
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